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Bette Cooper, better known as Miss America of 1937, 
played the role of Susan Pentland in the play, STEPHEN 
FOSTER, by Earl Hobson Smith, at Centenary Junior 
College, Hackettstown, New Jersey. This was Miss 
Cooper’s first public appearance in dramatics and singing. 
Susan Pentland inspired Foster to write many of his 
greatest songs, including “Oh Susannah!” “Jeanie With 
the Light Brown Hair,” and “Swanee River.” 
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